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Advocate General is recommended for 
this purpose.

(1 CFR 18.14, and part 21, subpart B) 

[45 FR 8599, Feb. 8, 1980, as amended at 48 FR 
4466, Feb. 1, 1983]

§ 720.32 Certificates of full faith and 
credit. 

The Judge Advocate General, the 
Deputy Judge Advocate General, or 
any Assistant Judge Advocate General 
is authorized to execute certificates of 
full faith and credit certifying the sig-
natures and authority of officers of the 
Department of the Navy. 

[38 FR 6021, Mar. 6, 1973]

Subpart D—Compliance With 
Court Orders by Department 
of the Navy Members, Em-
ployees, and Family Members 
Outside the United States

AUTHORITY: DoD Directive 5525.9, 54 FR 296, 
32 CFR part 146.

SOURCE: 55 FR 47876, Nov. 16, 1990, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 720.40 Purpose. 
This instruction: 
(a) Implements 32 CFR part 146. 
(b) Establishes policy and procedures 

for requesting the return to the United 
States of, or other action affecting, De-
partment of the Navy (DON) personnel 
and employees serving outside the 
United States, and family members ac-
companying them, in compliance with 
court orders.

§ 720.41 Definitions. 
Court. Any judicial body in the 

United States with jurisdiction to im-
pose criminal sanctions on a Depart-
ment of the Navy member, employee, 
or family member. 

Employee. A civilian employed by the 
Department of the Navy or a compo-
nent service, including an individual 
paid from non-appropriated funds, who 
is a citizen or national of the United 
States. 

Family member. A spouse, natural or 
adopted child, or other lawful depend-
ent of a Department of the Navy em-
ployee or member accompanying the 

Department of the Navy member or 
employee assigned to duty outside the 
United States. 

Felony. A criminal offense that is 
punishable by incarceration for more 
than one year, regardless of the sen-
tence that is imposed for commission 
of that offense. 

Member. An individual on active duty 
in the Navy, Naval Reserve, Marine 
Corps, or Marine Corps Reserve. 

Request for return. Any request or 
order received from a court, or from 
federal, state or local authorities con-
cerning a court order, for the return to 
the United States of members, employ-
ees, or family members, for any reason 
listed in § 720.42. 

Respondent. A member, employee, or 
family member whose return to the 
United States has been requested, or 
with respect to whom other assistance 
has been requested under this instruc-
tion. 

Responsible Official. Officials des-
ignated in this instruction to act on a 
request to return, or take other action 
affecting, members, employees or fam-
ily members to the United States 
under this instruction. 

United States. The 50 states, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, 
the Northern Mariana Islands, Amer-
ican Samoa, and the Virgin Islands.

§ 720.42 Policy. 
(a) It is Department of the Navy pol-

icy to cooperate, as prescribed in this 
instruction, with courts and federal, 
state and local officials in enforcing 
court orders. The Department of the 
Navy will cooperate with requests 
when such action is consistent with 
mission requirements (including oper-
ational readiness), the provisions of ap-
plicable international agreements, and 
ongoing Department of Defense (DoD) 
investigations and courts-martial. 

(b) Every reasonable effort will be 
made to resolve the matter without the 
respondent returning to the United 
States, or other action being taken 
against the respondent under this in-
struction. 

(c) Requests to return members for 
felonies or for contempt involving un-
lawful or contemptuous removal of a 
child from the jurisdiction of a court or 
the custody of a parent or other person 
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